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	COSHH 
Risk Assessment No:
	


	1. Care Group:

	2. Service / Team:


	3. Describe the activity or work process.
(Include how long and how often this is carried out and the quantity of substance used)
	

	4. Location of process being carried out?
	

	5. Identify the persons at risk:
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(including trainees)
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(including service users)


	6. Name the substance involved in the process and its manufacturer.

(A copy of a current safety data sheet for this substance should be attached to this assessment MSDS or PSDS)
	

	7. Classification (state the category of danger)

	Pictograms

There are 9 pictograms, all on a white background with a red diamond frame with the black hazard symbol inside. All pictograms relating to transport are governed by the Transport of Dangerous Goods Regulations.

Tick the pictogram symbol to indicate the appropriate category after referring to the safety data sheet and/or the substance container label.
Description
Pictogram
Hazard class and hazard category:
Tick if applicable

 

 

 

Exploding Bomb
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Unstable explosives 
Explosives of Divisions 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 
Self-reactive substances and mixtures, Types A,B
Organic peroxides, Types A,B

Flame
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Flammable gases, category 1
Flammable aerosols, categories 1,2
Flammable liquids, categories 1,2,3
Flammable solids, categories 1,2
Self-reactive substances and mixtures, Types B,C,D,E,F 
Pyrophoric liquids, category 1 
Pyrophoric solids, category 1 
Self-heating substances and mixtures, categories 1,2
Substances and mixtures, which in contact with water, 
emit flammable gases, categories 1,2,3 
Organic peroxides, Types B,C,D,E,F

Flame Over Circle
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Oxidizing gases, category 1 
Oxidizing liquids, categories 1,2,3 

Gas Cylinder
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Gases under pressure: 
- Compressed gases 
- Liquefied gases 
- Refrigerated liquefied gases 
- Dissolved gases

Corrosion
[image: image6.jpg]



Corrosive to metals, category 1
Skin corrosion, categories 1A,1B,1C
Serious eye damage, category 1 

Skull and Crossbones
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Acute toxicity (oral, dermal, inhalation), categories 1,2,3

Exclamation Mark
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Acute toxicity (oral, dermal, inhalation), category 4 
Skin irritation, category 2 
Eye irritation, category 2 
Skin sensitisation, category 1 
Specific Target Organ Toxicity – Single exposure, category 3 

Health Hazard
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Respiratory sensitization, category 1
Germ cell mutagenicity, categories 1A,1B,2 
Carcinogenicity, categories 1A,1B,2 
Reproductive toxicity, categories 1A,1B,2 
Specific Target Organ Toxicity – Single exposure, categories 1,2 
Specific Target Organ Toxicity – Repeated exposure, categories 1,2 
Aspiration Hazard, category 1 

Environment
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Hazardous to the aquatic environment 
- Acute hazard, category1 
- Chronic hazard, categories 1,2 
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   Gas       Vapour      Mist        Fume        Dust       Liquid       Solid      Other  (State)

	[image: image36.wmf]9. Route of Exposure

	
    Inhalation          Skin                    Eyes              Ingestion                Other      (State) 

	10. Workplace Exposure Limits (WELs) please indicate n/a where not applicable (See HSE document EH40/2005)

	Long-term exposure level (8hrTWA):


	Short-term exposure level (15 mins):



	11. State the Risks to Health from Identified Hazards

	

	12. Control Measures: (for example extraction, ventilation, training, supervision).  Include special measures for vulnerable groups, such as disabled people and pregnant workers.  Take account of those substances that are produced from activities undertaken by another employer’s employees e.g. contractors). 

	

	Is health surveillance or monitoring required?










Yes


No

	13. Personal Protective Equipment (state type and standard)

	
Dust mask
	
	Visor
	

	
Respirator
	
	Goggles
	

	
Gloves
	
	Overalls
	

	
Footwear
	
	Other
	

	 14. First Aid Measures

	

	15. Storage

	

	16. Disposal of Substances & Contaminated Containers

	
Hazardous Waste
      Skip                 Return to Depot              Return to Supplier
        Other

(If Other Please State


	

	Is exposure adequately controlled? 


	

Yes


No

	17. Risk Rating Following Control Measures

	

High




Medium



Low





APPENDIX 2 (cont.)
Guidance on Completing the COSHH Risk Assessment Form
	1.
	Enter a suitable identification number.

	2.
	Enter the name of the Care Group.

	3.
	Enter the name of the area where the process is being carried out.

	4.

	Give a simple description of what the process is, for example cleaning floors and walls.  State any equipment used in carrying out the process/activity, for example cloth, spray etc.

	5.
	Specify exactly where the process is carried out.

	6.
	Give the name of the substance being used.  In most cases there will only be one substance involved.  Enter the name of the manufacturer of the substance.  If more than one is involved, complete a separate assessment sheet with the same reference number and a suitable additional suffix, such as a, b, c etc.
Where the process involves more than one substance, verify that all substances are compatible with each other.  Manufacturers should be consulted to verify that there will be no adverse reaction between the substances to be used in the process.  In some cases it may not be acceptable even to store incompatible substances together.  
A current up-to-date safety data sheet (MSDS (material safety data sheet) or PSDS (product safety data sheet)) provides important information on many aspects of the substance in use.  It is important that a current up-to-date version is attached to the risk assessment.  


	7.

	What is different?
Pictograms

There are 9 pictograms, all on a white background with a red diamond frame with the black hazard symbol inside. All pictograms relating to transport are governed by the Transport of Dangerous Goods Regulations.

The pictograms / symbols should have gradually replaced the existing pictograms / symbols by 2015 however old symbols may still be in use.

Tick the new pictogram symbol to indicate the appropriate category after referring to the safety data sheet and/or the substance container label.
Description
Old Pictogram

New Pictogram
Hazard class and hazard category:
Exploding Bomb
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Unstable explosives 
Explosives of Divisions 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 
Self-reactive substances and mixtures, Types A,B
Organic peroxides, Types A,B

Flame
[image: image13.png]



[image: image14.jpg]



Flammable gases, category 1
Flammable aerosols, categories 1,2
Flammable liquids, categories 1,2,3
Flammable solids, categories 1,2
Self-reactive substances and mixtures, Types B,C,D,E,F 
Pyrophoric liquids, category 1 
Pyrophoric solids, category 1 
Self-heating substances and mixtures, categories 1,2
Substances and mixtures, which in contact with water, 
emit flammable gases, categories 1,2,3 
Organic peroxides, Types B,C,D,E,F

Flame Over Circle
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Oxidizing gases, category 1 
Oxidizing liquids, categories 1,2,3 

Gas Cylinder
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Gases under pressure: 
- Compressed gases 
- Liquefied gases 
- Refrigerated liquefied gases 
- Dissolved gases

Corrosion
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Corrosive to metals, category 1
Skin corrosion, categories 1A,1B,1C
Serious eye damage, category 1 

Skull and Crossbones
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Acute toxicity (oral, dermal, inhalation), categories 1,2,3

Exclamation Mark
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Acute toxicity (oral, dermal, inhalation), category 4 
Skin irritation, category 2 
Eye irritation, category 2 
Skin sensitisation, category 1 
Specific Target Organ Toxicity – Single exposure, category 3 

Health Hazard
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Respiratory sensitization, category 1
Germ cell mutagenicity, categories 1A,1B,2 
Carcinogenicity, categories 1A,1B,2 
Reproductive toxicity, categories 1A,1B,2 
Specific Target Organ Toxicity–Single exposure, categories 1,2 
Specific Target Organ Toxicity–Repeated exposure, categories 1,2 
Aspiration Hazard, category 1 

Environment
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Hazardous to the aquatic environment 
- Acute hazard, category1 
- Chronic hazard, categories 1,2 



	8.
	Identify the hazard types that will arise from use of the substance in the process it is being used for. Check the container label. Tick all boxes that apply.

	9.
	Indicate the route by which the substance could potentially enter the body.

	10
	Workplace Exposure Limits (WELs). WELs are British Occupational Exposure limits and are set in order to help protect the health of workers. WELs are concentrations of Hazardous Substances in the air, averaged over a specified period of time, referred to as a time weighted average (TWA). Two time periods are used:

· Long term (8 hours)
· Short Term (15 Minutes)
Check the manufacturer’s safety data sheet to see if the substance has been assigned a WEL.  If it has the limit should be stated.

	11.

	Describe the risks to the health of staff when using the substance or when engaged in the process/activity, for example Irritant - irritating to the eyes, respiratory system and skin. Check container details.

	12.
	All controls required to reduce the risks associated with the use of the substance (other than Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)) should be identified here.  The information stated should be very specific.  If ventilation is required then the type of ventilation should be documented, for example local exhaust ventilation with partial enclosure.  If training is identified as a control then the level or standard of training required should be stated.  
Where a WEL has been assigned then the method for monitoring that the levels are not exceeded should also be stated, for example personal monitoring.

	13.
	The use of certain substances may require the persons using them to have their health monitored.  This may take the form of simple observations made by a Supervisor, as is the case for monitoring dermatitis from using oil.  Alternatively, it may require more complex monitoring by the Occupational Health Unit, for example lung function tests to check the effects of dust or fumes on the lungs.  If there is any doubt over the requirements for health surveillance then the Occupational Health Unit, should be contacted.

	14.
	Any PPE required for use with this substance should be identified.  Tick all appropriate boxes and then specify the type and standard of equipment to be used, for example eye protection - goggles to BS EN 166 - 349B.

	15.
	State what first aid equipment is available on site, for example first aid box, eye irrigation etc.

	16.
	Indicate how and where the substance is stored.

	17.
	Detail how the substance is to be disposed of and remember to consider the containers as well because these may contain hazardous residues.  Ensure that risks to the environment are considered.

	18.
	Having implemented the appropriate control measures, apply the risk rating to indicate whether the risks are high, medium or low. 

	
	Enter the date when the assessment was carried out.  Sign and date the risk assessment. Please ensure that the signature is legible.

	
	Enter the date when a re-assessment should be carried out.  This will normally be one year after the first assessment.  However, high-risk processes may need to be re-assessed more frequently.  In addition, if any of the elements of the process/activity alter then the re-assessment should be carried out immediately.
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18. Assessed by:                                             Date:                		Review Date:








