
HAND HYGIENE ASSESSMENT TOOL
A designated assessor who is deemed competent will undertake this assessment.  The assessor should observe the member of staff during clinical practice. Where this is not possible the member of staff should be observed outside the clinical setting. This assessment should be undertaken on a yearly basis.  If the individual does not achieve a score of 100% in the mandatory sections, they should undergo a period of retraining by the assessor and subsequently re-assessed within 1 week. Managers must be informed of any staff that fail the assessment.
	Name of Assessor:                                                                                Area of Work 



	Surname of staff being assessed
	Forename of staff being assessed
	Job title/Grade
	Date of eLearning training
	Date of hand hygiene assessment
	Is this a reassessment?

	
	
	
	
	
	YES/NO


	(a) CHECK FACILITIES AVAILABLE:
	 YES     
	NO
	N/A

	1) Liquid soap is available
	
	
	

	2) Approved alcohol gel is available
	
	
	

	3) Moisturising cream is available
	
	
	

	4) Disposable paper towels are available
	
	
	

	5) Staff visiting patients in their own home have access to soapy hand wipes
	
	
	


	
	       
	
	

	(b) *PREPARATION – mandatory:

	*YES
	NO
	 N/A

	1) Nails are short and clean
	
	
	

	2) Nails are natural (not false)
	
	
	

	3) No nail varnish present (answer yes if no varnish is present)
	
	
	

	4) Fingers have no rings (except x1 plain ring)
	
	
	

	5) Wrist jewellery is not worn (yes = no wrist jewellery present)
	
	
	

	6) Arms are accessible to wash
	
	
	

	
	*100% required for pass


	(c) *PROCEDURE (hand washing) – mandatory:
	*YES
	NO
	N/A

	1) Hands are wet under warm running water before applying liquid soap
	
	
	

	2) Hands are vigorously rubbed for 15-20 seconds
	
	
	

	3) The correct hand washing technique is used (Ayliffe et al ‘78 six step approach)
	
	
	

	4) Hands are thoroughly rinsed under running water to remove soap residue
	
	
	

	5) Hands are thoroughly dried
	
	
	

	6) The tap is turned off using elbows/wrists or paper towels
	
	
	

	7) For staff using soapy hand wipes – all areas of the hands are decontaminated
	
	
	

	Note:  Only one hand wash observation is needed
	*100% required for pass 

when performing criteria 1-6.

If only soapy hand wipes available criteria 7 to be ticked on its own. 1-6 will be N/A


	(d) *PROCEDURE (using alcoholic rub) mandatory:
	*YES
	NO
	N/A

	1) Alcohol rub is applied to visibly clean, dry hands
	
	
	

	2) The correct amount is applied 
	
	
	

	3) The alcohol is rubbed into all surfaces of the hand
	
	
	

	4) The alcohol has dried before carrying out clinical procedures
	
	
	

	Note:  Only one alcohol rub observation  is needed
	*100% required for pass


Signature of assessor:
Please retain the original assessment form at local level. Do not send to the IPC team.
Copies may be given to the individual and/or line manager for retention in personal files if required. 
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